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" . . .AS GOOD STEWARDS..." 
Annual Reports and Financial Statements may sound like dull 

reading, but this need not be so. Here are some extracts from the 
reports made to the Society's Annual Meeting on the 12th May— 
they reveal much cause for thanksgiving for past blessings, and 
point to exciting opportunities for future witness and service. 

A. FROM THE CHAIRMAN'S 
REPORT 

The year under review has 
seen a change of structure within 
the Council activity, and so only 
five Council Meetings were 
held. At the October Meeting, 
to which our President came, it 
was agreed that there should 
be only two Council Meetings 
each year, and that the Sydney 
members of the Council together 

with one Melbourne member of 
the Council should form an Exe-
cutive of Council normally meet-
ing each month. This is to be 
implemented from February, 
1967, and it is hoped will allow 
a fuller participation both in the 
on-going work of the Society 
and its policy matters. 

The same October Meeting 
also saw the Society involved 
in considerable discussion re-

Canon Rich presents his report. (Seated I. to r.) The Primate, the Archbishop of 
Melbourne, the Archbishop of Sydney. 
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garding its role in the National 
Church, and we declared our 
willingness to accept our re-
sponsibilities to serve the whole 
Church of England in Australia. 

# Centres of Ministry 
From its February Meeting 

Council nominated the Reverend 
J. H. Wyndham to the Bishop of 
Kalgoorlie, to begin the work 
from Norseman, within the 
Diocese of Kalgoorlie. 

In March a Grant-in-aid was 
allocated to the Parish of Car-
narvon to facilitate a ministry to 
North West Cape. 

In October Council learnt of 
the approach by the Bishop of 
North Queensland regarding 
the possibilities of supplying a 
ministry to the bush district sur-
rounding Mount Isa, and in De-
cember nominated the Reverend 
W. Jobling. 

At its December Meeting 
Council approved in principle 
the staffing of two further cen-
tres within the Diocese of North 
West Australia, namely Mullewa 
and Exmouth. 
# Flying Medical Service 

Following the offer of service 
of Mr. J. Crocker, the February 
Meeting rejoiced at the re-
establishment of the Ceduna 
Dental Practice, after a lapse of 
some years. 

Over a period of some twelve 
months investigations have been 
carried out regarding the re-
placement of the existing Medi-
cal Aircraft with a suitable twin-

engine aircraft, and although 
the negotiations during 1965 
had been frustrated, at the June 
Meeting a firm order was 
lodged for the supply of a 
Beechcraft Baron B55 twin-
engined aircraft, which was sub-
sequently brought into service 
following the Dedication Service 
at Bankstown Aerodrome on 
September 7th. 

At its June Meeting Council 
expressed appreciation of the 
administrative work of the Exe-
cutive Officer, and invited Mr. 
Hummerston to attend future 
Council Meetings, as circum-
stances required. 
• Hostels 

From time to time during the 
year, reports were received 
from various Hostel Wardens, 
through the Federal Secretary. 

The June Meeting agreed to 
the acquiring of further pro-
perty at Port Lincoln Hostel, 
with a view to future expansion 
of the dormitory facilities. 
# Mail Bag Sunday School 

Although this work did not re-
quire particular Council parti-
cipation, reports were received 
from time to time on the con-
tinued devoted activity of the 
Director. Appreciation of this 
aspect of Society endeavour 
was expressed, with particular 
regard to the valued assistance 
of the voluntary teachers and 
helpers. 

—Ernest Cameron, 
Chairman of Council, 

B. FROM THE FEDERAL 
SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Under the heading of Centres 
of Ministry (in the Chairman's 
Report), the two areas referred 
to as being established, namely 
Norseman and Outer Mount 
Isa, have consolidated, though 
not without difficulties, and the 
Bishop of North West Australia 
has accepted our nomination of 
the Reverend W. J. Lawton to 
the Mission District of Mullewa 
from the beginning of July. We 
have been unsuccessful in f ind-
ing a second man to attempt the 
ministry brought about by the 
development at North West 
Cape, and this underlies the 
present need of the availability 
of people to meet the challenges 
as they come to us. 

The new Medical Aircraft has 
proved itself competent and a 

decided acquisition to the Flying 
Medical Service network. We 
were deprived of its services for 
a short period occasioned by 
damages sustained at Cook 
while landing, but we record 
gratitude to Almighty God that 
our personnel were preserved 
at this time. 

The Port Lincoln Hostel has 
been the site of considerable 
enquiry, as we have given time 
to the problem of using the ac-
quired property intelligently, 
and at the moment plans are be-
ing considered for the erection 
of dormitories and other as-
sociated facilities immediately 
adjoining the existing Hostel. 

Due to ill health, we have lost 
the services of the Warden and 
Matron at Moree, and our ap-
preciation has been extended to 
Mr. and Mrs. Bennetts for the 

Evening "prayer t ime" for the younger boys at Broken Hill Hostel. 
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sterling contribution they have 
made in the creative and diff i-
cult days of the Hostel's begin-
nings. Mr. and Mrs. Bob Brown 
have been found to take over 
there, as similarly Mr. and Mrs. 
Kerr have been replaced earlier 
in the year at Broken Hill by 
AAr. and Mrs. Bert Kennett. 

One is compelled to comment 
on the arduous and difficult task 
which confronts all our Hostel 
people in this unrewarding and 
perhaps most difficult of all rhe 
spheres of service that the 
Society undertakes. 

Associated with our usual 
Statements and Balance Sheets, 
this year we are also presenting 
two additional Statements, which 
I think you will find of particular 
interest. Although they will be-
come more valuable as future 
years develop and we can make 
comparative studies, it is in-
teresting, stimulating and some-
what challenging to see the 
volume of finance involved in 
the Society's activities at this 
time. We have listed for you 
the specific areas of Society as-
asistance as well as breaking 
into their respective categories. 
It is a steady reflection of the 
dedication and worth of our de-
putation staff that the volume of 
supporter income is so outstand-
ing. It is here that we see the 
role that individual people play 
in making the work possible, and 
more so as we realise that this 
sum of money has behind it im-

measurable volume of prayerful 
concern for the on-going task. 

The combined figures of the 
Flying Medical Service network 
are a little inflated in their ex-
penditure because of the costs 
of replacement of the aircraft as 
referred to earlier. However, 
this asset notwithstanding, it is 
interesting to note that in spite 
of the increased income from 
the network, this work must still 
be subsidised to meet the ex-
penditure. 

It should be very obvious to 
all from these statements that 
we have lived beyond our 
means, and this has only been 
possible because of accumulated 
funds at the beginning of the 
year under review. Our bud-
geted expenditure for this year, 
anticipates that there will again 
be a deficit, but that will be off-
set by the liquidation of some 
portion of the Society's assets. 

Although figures in them-
selves may be regarded as cold 
hard statistics, I for one see in 
such documents the faithful de-
votion of many, and I feel that 
you will realise with us that the 
continued expansion and growth 
of the work is thus reflected. 

Earlier this year, Dr. Mueller 
took six months leave of absence 
from the Medical network and 
we have been grateful to Dr. 
John Jones for his assistance 
during that time. 

A decision of considerable in-
terest was made earlier this year 

regarding the field of public re-
lations, as it has been decided 
to engage a professional film 
making unit to record the acti-
vities of the Society, to be avail-
able for general distribution 
later this year. 

Perhaps the most exciting as-
pect of the last six months has 
been the growth of a new area 
of thinking within the National 
Church regarding the problems 
of remote Australia. Although 
this has been demonstrated by 
the General Synod direction to 
the Australian Board of Missions 
to enter this field of activities, 
many of us have expressed con-
cern for some time. As there 
has become apparent such 
"winds of change" as are moti-
vating matters such as Prayer 
Book revision and ecumenical 
outlook, so too our intimate con-
cern is being subjected to a 
similar pressure. We have been 
asked to join in conversations, 
not only with the Australian 
Board of Missions, but also the 
various Brotherhoods still opera-
tive in Australia. 

Although not yet clearly de-
fined, it is anticipated that there 
will be some structure which will 
allow for representation by all 
the existing agencies concerned 
with this field of endeavour. 
This will apply in such areas as 
joint planning, the best use of 
valuable resources of man power 
and money, and it may even re-
sult in joint publicity and ap-

peals for prayerful and practical 
support. 

Though in its infancy, this 
emerging concept will need to 
be surrounded with much 
thought and prayer as well as a 
good deal of mutual trust. It 
may well call each body to a 
re-evaluation of its purposes, 
but it would seem that if the 
Church of God in this country 
is to prosper, and if the prompt-
ings of the Spirit are to be 
heeded, that such must be the 
case. Surely we must not allow 
ourselves to be insular and re-
strictive when we look to the 
enormity of the task and the 
spiritual poverty of so much of 
the continent. The ever-chang-
ing scene of commercial de-
velopments, together with the 
ever-present scene of small and 
isolated communities, each pre-
sent a tremendous challenge, 
not just to the Society, but to 
the Church of God as a whole. 
Pray God we can each fulfi l our 
role to His glory. 
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# We regret that Mr. and Mrs. 
Sid Bennetts have had to con-
clude their ministry at "Ural l ie" 
Hostel, Moree, because of the 
continuing ill health of Mr. Ben-
netts, and we assure them of our 
prayerful concern in the coming 
months. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Brown, from 
Kellyville, have now taken up 
this work. They have 3 boys in 
their own family and the pros-
pect of "adopt ing" another 24 
does not seem to dismay them 
over-much! 

# The Reverend and Mrs. Bill 
Lawton, with their 3 children, 
are soon to commence a ministry 
at Mullewa, in the Diecese of 
North-West Australia. Apart 
from a brief period in 1965, the 
areas of Mullewa and Yalgoo, 
north-east of Geraldton, have 
been without a ministry of their 
own for many years, depending 
on visits from the clergy of 
Geraldton and the Murchison 
during this time. 

$ May proved to be a very 
busy month with the Annual 
Meeting of the Society on the 
12th, followed by an all-day 
meeting of the Council. The 
Annual Rallies in Sydney and 
Melbourne on the 26th again 
emphasised the solid core of 
support that makes our Society 
structure possible, both in at-
tendances and generous re-
sponse to the Rally Appeal. 

9 Miss Nicole Patton, who has 
very ably looked after the Phar-
macy at Ceduna for two years, 
ends her term of service with 

the Society in August. We wel-
come Mr. Bill Carter, who with 
his wife, Celia, will be under-
taking this important part of the 
whole ministry of the Flying 
Medical Service. 

# The B.C.A. Annual Fair, or-
ganised by the Women's Auxi-
liary, will be held in the Chapter 
House of St. Andrew's Cathedra! 
on Friday, 28th July. Mrs. M. 
Loane has consented to open the 
Fair at 11 a.m., and we look for-
ward to a good attendance on 
that day. Mark the date in your 
diary now! 
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Mr. and Mrs. Bob Brown, new Warden and Matron at "Urall ie" Hostel, Moree. 

$ Sister Wendy Hill, from 
Five Dock, and Sister Pamela 
Lloyd, from Oatley, have joined 
our nursing staff. Wendy is at 
Ceduna, and Pamela at Wud-
inna. We welcome them to the 
B.C.A. " family." We are grate-
ful for valuable assistance given 
for a time by Mrs. Jill Coxhead 
at Wudinna. 

£ The Council of the Society 
has granted the Federal Secre-
tary, Canon Rich, three to four 
months leave of absence, from 
1st June. As a result of con-
stant demands for his 4rme and 
heavy responsibilities, Canon 

Rich has suffered ill-health for 
some time, and this leave of 
absence is intended to give him 
adequate time for rest and re-
cuperation, and also at a later 
date to allow him to travel 
overseas on a fact-finding mis-
sion on behalf of the Society. 
Canon Rich's many friends assure 
him of their prayers and good 
wishes, and look forward to 
seeing him return to leadership 
of the Society with renewed 
vigour and health. The Council 
has appointed the Revd. Les 
Wiggins as Acting Federal 
Secretary of the Society, during 
the period of Canon Rich's 
absence. 
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THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY FOR AUSTRALIA & TASMANIA 

BASIC INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1966 

SUPPORTER INCOME 

Churches 

Boxes 

Private Donations 

Legacies 

Appeals 

Comm. & Con. Society 

Women's Auxi l iary 

Head 
Office 

$ 
18,395 

16,936 

17,133 

41,555 

11,472 

4,013 

1,600 

Victoria 

$ 
9,009 

4,783 

6,584 

15,833 

4,291 

— 
— 

Total 

$ 
27,404 

21,719 

23,716 

57,388 

15,763 

4,013 

1,600 

111,104 40,499 

(B) FIELD INCOME 

1. FLYING MEDICAL SERVICE NETWORK 

Hospital Fees 

Medical Centre Receipts 

Radio Base and Flying Medical Income 

j Dental Practice Fees 
! Government and Council Grants 

Sundry Donations and Interest 

2. HOSTELS 

Fees 

3. MAIL BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Donations and Sales 

43,251 

36,195 

14,222 

7,886 
8,300 

1,655 

21,404 

1,028 

151,603 

111,509 

21,404 

1,028 

$285,544 
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THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY FOR AUSTRALIA & TASMANIA 

BASIC EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1967 

(A) DIOCESAN ASSISTANCE 

Riverina 
Wil lochra 
Adelaide 
Kalgoorl ie 
North West Australia 
North Queensland 
Brisbane 

(B) FLYING MEDICAL SERVICE 
Salaries and Wages 
Drugs and Supplies 
Aircraft Expenditure 
Administrat ion and Running 
Property and Equipment 
Telegrams and Traffic 

(C) HOSTELS 
Wages and Salaries 
Running Expenses 
Furn. & Equipment, Buildinc 

(D) MAIL BAG SUNDAY SCHOC 
Salaries 
Printing and Stationery 
Administrat ion Exp. 

NETWORK 

Expenses 

js & 

}L 

Property Exp 

Total 
$ 

6,633 
7,382 
7,300 
4,842 

23,880 
208 
600 

62,986 
18,500 
48,906 
13,810 
14,325 

1,845 

12,230 
17,664 
12,875 

3,384 
942 
741 

(E) ADMINISTRATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS EXP. 
Head 

50,845 

160,372 

42,769 

5,067 

Salaries 
Vehicle and TraY. Exp. 
Printing — Stationery -

phone and Postage 
"Real Aust ra l ian" 
Insurance 
Other Expenses 

- Tele-

Office 
$ 

21,386 
7,688 

3,492 
4,043 
2,621 
4,600 

43,830 

Victoria 
$ 

4,622 
820 

1,171 

— 
57 

1,766 

8,436 

$ 
26,008 

8,508 

4,663 
4,043 
2,678 
6,366 

$ 

52,266 

$311,319 
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THE PLACE OF PRAYER - A DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR 

1st Miss Rose Campbell, Miss Barbara Hyett and all the 
helpers and scholars in the Mail Bag Sunday School. 

2nd Mr. and Mrs. Bob Brown, and the boys at Urallie 
Hostel, Moree, N.S.W. 

3rd The Revd. and Mrs. Barry Green and the Ord River 
Mission, W.A. 

4th The Revd. and Mrs. Bri^n Viney and the Derby Mission, 
W.A. 

5th The Revd. and Mrs. Michael Pennington and the Port 
Hedland Mission, W.A. 

6th The Revd. and Mrs. Len Greenhall and the Dampier 
Mission, W.A. 

7th The Revd. and Mrs. Bernard Buckland and the Murchi-
son Mission, W.A. 

8th The Revd. and Mrs. John Wyndham and the Norseman 
Mission, W.A. 

9th Sisters Lola Higgs and Maude Ross at Cook Hospital, 
S.A. 

10th Sisters Barbara Fox and Rosemary Bond at the Tarcoola 
Hospital, S.A. 

11th The Revd. and Mrs. Brian Carter, and the North-West 
Line Mission, Tarcoola, S.A. 

12th Mr. and Mrs. Stan Hummerston and the administrative 
work within the Flying Medical Service. 

13th Dr. Merna Mueller, Dr. John Jones and the patients 
within the medical practice. 

14th Miss Nicole Patton and the work of the Ceduna 
Pharmacy, S.A., and Mr. John Crocker and the work 
of the Ceduna Dental Service. 

15th The Revd. and Mrs. Ron Keynes and the Ceduna 
Mission, S.A. 

16th Sisters Julia Zillman, Vera Holle, H. Heaver, Wendy 
Hill and Jean Griffen at the Ceduna Hospital, S.A. 

17th Mr. and Mrs. John Lindridge, Mr. and Mrs. Allan Chad-
wick and the Flying within the Medical Service. 

18th Mr. Kevin Ellis at the Radio Control Station, the Radio 
Teacher and children. 

19fh Sisters Nancy Wilkins, Ellen Mackay, Dorothy Whyburn, 
Pamela Lloyd and Miss Lynette Mobbs at Wudinna Hos-
pital, S.A. 

20th Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rich and the girls at the Port 
Lincoln Hostel, S.A. 

21st Sisters Lilian Morgan and Judy Stack at the Coober Pedy 
Medical Centre, S.A. 

22nd The Revd. and Mrs. Ernie Carnaby and the Leigh Creek 
Mission, S.A. 

23rd The Revd. and Mrs. Brian O'Grady and the Wilcannia 
Mission, N.S.W. 

24th l\Ar. and Mrs. Bert Kennett, Miss Myra Attwood and the 
boys at the Broken Hill Hostel, N.S.W. 

25th The Revd. and Mrs. Ray Neve and the Menindee 
Mission, N.S.W. 

26th The Revd. and Mrs. Bill Jobling and the Mission Dis-
trict of Outer Mt. Isa, North Queensland. 

27th A continuing supply of replacement staff, our Box 
Secretaries, supporters and friends of the Society. 
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28th The Revd. Canon Bill Rich, the Revd. Les Wigg ins , the 
Executive and Council of the Society. 

29th The Revd. John Stockdale, Mrs. Win i f red Hughes and 
the Victorian Commit tee, and our Representative in 
South Austral ia, Mr. A lban Kirkby. 

30th The Revd. Barry Huggett , Mr . Laurie Calder, Mr. Frank 
Burner, Mrs. Joy O'Nei l l , Misses Robin Gosper, Mar i lyn 
Palmer and Beverley Tonkies. 

31st Thanksgiving for blessings received, for opportuni t ies 
of service and for the g row th of the Society since its 
format ion. 

THE B.C.A. PRAYER 

O Lord our God, make us ever mindful of those who live in 
the remote parts of our land. Bless, we beseech Thee, all those 
whom Thou hast drawn into the fellowship of the Bush Church Aid 
Society. Grant that, through the ministry of the Word and Sacra-
ments, through healing, and through caring and instruction of the 
young, the message of Thy redeeming love may thus be pro-
claimed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A DAILY PRAYER 

O God, we remember before Thee those whom Thou hast 
called to Thy service. Bless them ihis day, we beseech Thee, as we 
pray for Call forth others 
to stand with them in their task. Grant to them, as to us, the joy 
of service, the ability to achieve and the serenity of Thy peace, 
for Jesus' sake. 

Amen. 
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Adjustment 
The Revd. Barry Green 

It is so easy for a person to 
be swallowed into the network 
of Parish life within the Church. 
He or she becomes involved in 
the various groups which are al-
ways present and which seem to 
increase as the years go by. 
Often, as a new Church group 
is born, the older and more 
established groups still continue. 
Weekly activities and the Sun-
day worship are so very 
often automatically accepted by 
people as the "norm" in think-
ing about the Church. 

What does a person do then, 
when he arrives in the area 
where none of the "accepted 

Parish l i fe" exists at all, not even 
weekly services of worship? How 
does a priest tackle the problem 
of organising the Church in a 
new area? Does he simply try 
to launch the inevitable "Parish 
Groups" or does he do some-
thing else? Is his training and 
the training of the rest of the 
Church geared to cope with a 
completely different situation? 
Is he allowed to feel within him-
self and is the Church allowed 
to feel that God can be wor-
shipped and served apart from 
the "normal" Parish system? 

I think that we should bypass 
the story of the B.C.A. clergy out 
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Street scene at Wyndham. 



on his regular Bush trip, and in-
stead, pause for a short while 
and have a look at a different 
angle of life within the B.C.A. 
scene. I have called this article 
"Adjustment," because I feel 
strongly that there is a point at 
which the priest and the laymen, 
in their Church life, stop trying 
to re-create the accepted Parish 
structure of the town/city and 
where they start to relate the 
worship of God to the new situa-
tion in which they find them-
selves. This often means that 
a brand new type of "Parish 
structure" will emerge, but once 
this point of "Adjustment" can 
be reached, the whole point of 
going to a new and remote area 
can be seen. If the point of 
"adjustment" cannot be reached, 
there often follows a term of 
misery where the whole vision 
of the Gospel of Christ is over-
shadowed by a nostalgic long-
ing for the "security" of the old 
Parish structures . . . . 

In Kununurra there is no 
Anglican church building or 
hall. We have a rectory, the 
use of the Roman Catholic 
Church for weekly services, a 
small church building in Wynd-
ham (70 miles away), a parish 
vehicle and of course 65,000 sq. 
miles or so of territory with 
cattle stations scattered here and 
there. The small town of Hall's 
Creek is over 200 miles from 

Kununurra and is the "other" 
town in the Parish. 

Two years ago, there was one 
family will ing to attend worship 
in Kununurra. A few people 
attended now and then. Ob-
viously a M.U. or C.E.M.S. group 
would lack the required number 
of starters. The rector of Kunu-
nurra was living 70 miles away 
in Wyndham in a temporary 
house waiting for the rectory to 
be built in Kununurra. It was 
hard to accept the fact that 
people were not rushing the ser-
vices offered. Just as one or 
two people would start to throw 
themselves into the life of the 
Church they would move on — 
this, incidentally is an occupa-
tional hazard in the North-West, 
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people come and go all the time 
and it is not surprising to find 
that the Church Committee 
elected in Apr i l , does not exist 
in July and that the congrega-
tion can almost change com-
pletely over 12 months or two 
years. In the bigger parishes, 
the turnover of population is not 
as noticeable, as the core of 
settled and regular folk give a 
sense of stability to this type of 
situation. 

However, after two years of 
residence and ministry in the 
area supported by the prayer of 
other concerned Christians, 
changes have taken place. 

At some of the Stations now, 
people are asking for services. 
Weddings, Baptisms and Adult 
Confirmations are becoming 
part of the pattern. From that 
far off scene where one family 
made up the congregation we 
now have the pleasure of wor-
shipping with a greater number 
of people. Some of the high-
lights here have been: The 
Baptism/Confirmation of a com-
plete family — the Baptism of 
a person at Kimberley Research 
Station (13 miles from Kunu-
nurra on the Ord River) using 
the water from the Ord — the 
5.30 a.m. wedding of a couple 
so that they could catch the 
plane to Perth for a reception 
with the parents. (The bride was 
recently confirmed here and the 

whole congregation changed 
the usual 8.30 service time and 
arrived at 5.30 a.m. so that they 
could join in the wedding and 
Eucharist as the family of God). 

Because of the extremely hot 
climate and the rather odd work-
ing hours of so many folk here, 
it is not at all possible to arrange 
mid-week activities to include 
all. We do try to emphasise 
the role of the Christian in the 
life of any community. We try 
to send forth our folk into the 
various activities in the town as 
"Ambassadors of Christ." From 
the simple house services at the 
Kimberley Research Station, the 
services in the towns and in the 
bower sheds on cattle stations, 
we try to see ouselves as part 
of a wider family. Perhaps the 
way of life is different, the 
climate different and the con-
gregation smaller, but the wor-
ship we offer is offered in the 
same spirit as elsewhere, and 
the God we worship is the same 
God — even if the worship is 
offered on a Tuesday night once 
a month or so behind the hos-
pital at Hall's Creek or on a 
verandah at a cattle station at 
4.30 a.m. on a Thursday morn-
ing! Perhaps the point of " A d -
justment" is reached when we 
realise that God cannot be 
limited to a set form at a set 
time on a set day. Wherever 
two or three are gathered to-
gether . . . . % 
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Achievement 
The Revd. Ron Keynes 

Ceduna is the second Mission 
District for which I have had the 
privilege of writing for this maga-
zine. And the transition from 
the one to the other somewhat 
points up to the overall aim of 
the Society's work in the field 
of providing a ministry. 

May I explain. In my pre-
vious appointment (Leigh Creek, 
S.A.), the Society provided a 
great deal of support. While 
the Diocese provides the Rectory 

and half the travelling expenses, 
the Society provided the stipend 
and the other half of the travel-
ling costs. Because of the very 
size and nature of that Mission 
District, it appears improbable 
that it could ever stand on its 
own (financial) feet. There the 
Society has been at work for 
only about 5/2 years. 

The move to Ceduna brought 
us to a place where the Society 
has been at work for many 
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Morning congregation at Ceduna. 

years, and the aim of establish-
ing the parish as self-supporting 
is nearing fruition. This is no 
mean feat, where the nominal 
allegiance only totals 200 
families — and we all have a 
fairly clear idea of the ratio of 
real allegiance to nominal. 

To illustrate what has been 
done locally, look at this cata-
logue of responsibilities. One 
new Church at Penong, com-
pleted about 5 years ago is 
nearing the point of being paid 
for. The rectory, was, not long 
ago, added to and redecorated. 
The parish provides the vehicle 
(which travels over little bitu-
men) as well as the major part 
of the travelling expenses. 
Quite recently the move was 

made to pay for 3 3 % of the 
stipend. 

Al l this may sound unspiritual; 
but do not misinterpret! For 
the depth of one's faith can be 
seen by the effect it is allowed 
to have on one's pocket. The 
extent of the faithfulness of the 
present parishioners it rather 
clearly seen in all this. Before 
too long, the Society's task will 
have been completed . . . . 

. . . . but the ministry of the 
Gospel will continue. It is a 
continual joy to exercise one's 
ministry here, because of the 
real faith of so many. And that 
is the illustration of the faithful-
ness of these who have 
exercised their ministries in the 
years behind us. 

At times it is easy to forget 
that this is a country parish 
(though perhaps I have been 
'too long in the bush!'), but this 
point was brought home with a 
bang last week, when rain fell 
during a routine trip to the W.A. 
border. Although the highest 
reading was an inch, the roads 
were so wet as to make one 
think that all the rain fell only 
along the track! Taking nearly 
two hours to cover 30 miles 
makes me see that this is the 
country — and I gain respect 
for those who have launched out 
to accept the financial re-
sponsibility for the vehicle. 
(P.S.: It does NOT make me 
yearn for city roads!!!) # 
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First Impressions 
The Revd. E. Carnahy 

Leigh Creek township has 
been described as an "oasis in 
a gibber-strewn country"—our 
first imprssion was "an oasis in 
the desert," for truly it is. 

You may well ask why a town 
exists there at all. Purely and 
simply to mine by the open-cut 
method, very valuable coal 
seams, some of it only 50 or 60 
feet beneath the surface. To 
give you an idea, by the early 
1960's more than 10 million 
tons of coal had been removed 
from Leigh Creek field. Present 

coal production at Leigh Creek 
is well over a million tons a 
year, with plans to increase this 
to two million tons. All the 
coal is railed to Port Augusta 
power houses. 

Your first thoughts then might 
be of us living in sooty sur-
roundings with blackened coal 
miners. Hans Mincham, a noted 
Flinders Ranges authority, dis-
pels this notion, "Situated six 
miles north of Copley (and 351 
north of Adelaide) an open, 
treeless country, Leigh Creek 
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The Revd. and Mrs. Ernie Carnaby, and Robyn. 

township, which was surveyed m 
in 1944, has almost the ap-
pearance of a metropolitan 
suburb that has been trans-
ported on a magic carpet and 
set down on a dusty plain with 
a background of colourful 
ranges." Present population is 
about 1,200, and the town con-
sists of more than 220 well-built 
homes, blocks of self-contained 
flats, and well - equipped 
quarters for unmarried men. The 
town is completely sewered and 
all roads within are bituminized. 
One is amazed to find 10,000 
trees and shrubs which have 
been established along the 
streets and in reserves. Colour-
ful gardens can be seen where 
once early explorers saw noth-

ing but desolate and cheerless 
waste. 

Few places though are less 
inviting than the immediate sur-
roundings of the township. Dust 
storms are frequent, and sum-
mer shade temperatures of 
110-115 are quite usual. Yet 
the living conditions are prob-
ably better than in any place of 
the same size in South Australia. 
The rectory itself is modern, air-
conditioned and most comfora-
able. 

Into this situation B.C.A. has 
been called to minister the sav-
ing gospel of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ. The Society supplies the 
town and its "out- ly ing" centres 
with a clergmyan, usually a mar-
ried man with a family. His 
pastoral responsibilities involve 
him in some alarming figures. 
The parish or "mission district" 
covers two-thirds geographically 
of South Australia, touching the 
borders of W.A., Northern Ter-
ritory and Queensland (250,000 
squares miles — and for com-
parison almost three times the 
area of the British Isles). 

Once a quarter, a "pa t ro l " is 
undertaken, taking him through 
Marree, Oodnadatta, Earna-
bella, Musgrave Ranges and 
Coober Pedy. Twice a year 
finds him tackling the Birdsville 
Track up to Birdsville and then 
returning on the lesser known 
Stzelecki Track through Betoota, 
Arrabury, Cordillo Downs and 
innamincka. Quarterly also is 
a patrol to the east through the 
magnificient Flinders Ranges 
with such breathtaking sights as 
Italowie Gorge and others. (See 
where some of these places are 
on a map in relation to Leigh 
Creek.) 

The missioner travels in a 
Land Rover fully equipped 
for bush work, complete with 
compass, gauges, aerial, radio 
transciever, gerry cans of water 

and spare petrol, emergency 
rations for 2 or 3 weeks, Bible 
Society stocks, 16 mm. projector, 
films, portable generator, old 
clothing to give away and maga-
zines for railway workers. On 
occasions some of the trips are 
by aircraft, which breaks the tir-
ing driving. For 5 to 6 months 
of the year he is away from 
home, and covers as much as 
40,000 miles annually in tem-
peratures which sometimes soar 
over 120°F. 

Besides the arduous travelling, 
he is expected to maintain re-
gular services in Leigh Creek 
and to be a pastor to God's 
people there. Why does he 
choose this work? He is caught 
up in the motto of B.C.A. — 
"Australia for Christ," and feels 
constrained to take the precious 
good news to those in sparsely 
populated areas of our great in-
land. Every personal contact 
he makes is for the sake of Jesus 
Christ whether the person be 
railway worker, station owner or 
manager, stockman or school-
teacher. 

Wi l l you covenant before 
God to support him in prayer 
that the Word of God might be 
sounded forth into every place? 
Remember he is your represen-
tative. $ 

The Bush Church Aid Society 

FIELD STAFF: 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA* N.S.W. 

Wilcannia—The Revd. B. O 'Grady. 
Menindee—The Revd. R. Neve. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA, S.A. 

Leigh Creek—The Revd. E. Carnaby. 

DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE, S.A. 

Ceduna/Penong—The Revd. R. Keynes. 
Tarcoola—The Revd. B. Carter. 

DIOCESE OF KALGOORLIE, W.A. 

Norseman—The Revd. J. W y n d h a m . 

DIOCESE OF NORTH-WEST AUSTRALIA 

Mount Magnet—The Revd. B. Buckland. 
Dampier—The Revd. L. Greenhal l . 
Port Hedland—The Revd. M. Pennington. 
Derby—The Revd. B. V iney. 
Kununurra—The Revd. B. Green. 
Carnarvon—Grant-in-aid. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH QUEENSLAND 

Outer Mt. Isa—The Revd. W. Job l i ng . 
Religious Broadcasting—Grant-in-aid. 

DIOCESE OF BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND 
Kilkivan (Cherbourg Mission)—Grant- in-aid. 

MAIL BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Director: Miss R. Campbel l . 

HOSTELS FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 
BROKEN HILL, N.S.W. PORT LINCOLN, S.A. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. KENNETT Mr. and Mrs. H. RICH 
Miss M. ATTWOOD 

MOREE, N.S.W. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. BROWN 

20 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN, JUNE, 1967 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN, JUNE, 1967 


